Regulation of liver corticoid metabolism during early postnatal life: effects of surgical stress.
Corticosterone metabolism by liver slices was investigated in suckling (10-day-old), weanling (21-day-old) and adult male rats. During the suckling period adrenalectomy as well as sham adrenalectomy increase the rate of steroid A ring reduction and also the rate of steroid side chain degradation by 20-40%. In older animals such changes were not detected. The results support an earlier assumption that liver steroid metabolism is regulated in an age specific manner.